
5Week 5 | Distinction | James 2:1-13

BIG IDEA:
We are all on the same level: broken and lost apart from Christ. 

1  My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes 
into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 and 
if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit 
here in a good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” 
or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  James 2:1-4

10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty 
of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not 
murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a 
transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged 
under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown 
no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  James 2:10-13

DISTINCTION:

To separate; sever; to prefer; confer superiority; 

scrutinize; make distinction mentally; to decide a cause 

We all struggle with making 
distinctions and judging others:

-  We are born with a sinful nature that 
desires to put ourselves in a position 
of superiority.

-  The world reinforces this desire and 
teaches us to focus only on oursleves.

-  Typically distinctions and judgement 
occurs during seasons when we are 
“pressed” ourselves.

As a church, judgment 
& distinction is a major 
symptom of a dying 
congregation:

-  It creates an elitist 
environment.

Separates us from reaching 
the lost.

-  Hinders our growth 
spiritually.

As individuals, judgment & 
distinction can build walls 
between relationships:

-  Judgment pushes people away.

- The superiority of sinful struggle 
pushes people away.

-  Pridefulness in education or 
experience pushes people away.



THE RESULT OF JUDGMENT AND DISTINCTION 
IS ISOLATION AND LONELINESS. 

We must realize the only difference between a believer and a lost person is that we 
have been saved by Christ and they have not been saved yet. We are both sinful, 
broken, and lost apart from Christ.

MERCY
 

Compassion or forgiveness is shown toward someone 
whom it is within one’s power to punish or harm.

Mercy wins over judgment. God’s mercy triumphs over the law.

Jesus did not stay in the place of judgment. He came to earth, lived as we do, was 
tempted as we are, and paid the penalty for our sin.

List those in your life you make distinctions about:

Actions you need to take to right any wrong-thinking or 
distinctions about those people:


