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BIG IDEA:
Joy is not a manufactured emotion, but it is a deliberate attitude built on a prom-
ised outcome. (See James 1:2-4)  

CHAPTER 1 REVIEW:

What destination do you desire to pursue? 
Life (Maturity, growth, stability) or Death (Immaturity, brokenness, pain)

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ…James 1:1a

What is your spiritual introduction?
(Name), a ____________ of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

To be a servant, we must surrender.

When our faith is being squeezed, what comes out of us?

God promises life to those who surrender to Him. (vs. 12)

We are enticed by our own Desires > Deception > Disobedience (sin) > Death  (James 1:12-15)

There is an enemy, temptations are real, the impact of sin is death. (vs.13-15)

The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life,  that one may turn away from the snares of 
death.  Proverbs 13:14

CHAPTER 2 REVIEW:

Mercy triumphs over judgment.  James 2:13b

The result of judgment and distinction is isolation and loneliness.  

A genuine faith in Jesus Christ leads us to action.  (James 2:14-26)

Do you have faith with action?

What we do reveals who we are.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9



For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  Matthew 12:34  

Consider these questions...
- What direction are your words leading your relationships?
- Do our words often lead to destruction and divisions?
- Do our words often lead to life and unity?

CHAPTERS 3&4 REVIEW:

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in 
the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, 
do not boast and be false to the truth.  James 3:13-14

Godly wisdom leads our relationships, decisions, actions and 
reactions and it produces peace, harmony and joy.  

Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
exalt you.  James 4:8-10

Consider these questions...
- What are my motives in the fight?
- What desire am I feeding and how is it leading my relationships?
- Have I surrendered my today, my tomorrow and my eternity to God?

CHAPTER 5 REVIEW:

In whom or what do I trust?  (James 5:1-12)

Final Destinations: Patience and Prayer

You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.  James 5:8

Our patience in trials reveals the depth of our trust in God.  

Consider these questions...
- In whom or what do I trust?
- Will you apply God’s word and allow it to transform you, rather than inform you?


